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Message

I	am	pleased	to	see	the	successful	completion	of	the	ranking	exercise	for	India	Rankings	2018.

India	Rankings	reflect	the	new	spirit	of	a	movement	for	the	Higher	Education	System	towards	quality	

across	the	Board.	I	see	these	rankings	acquiring	increasing	importance	in	the	years	to	come.	Already	

higher	 education	 institutions	 in	 the	 country	 have	 started	 to	 realize	 that	 objective	 basis	 of	 these	

rankings	 have	 a	 different	 flavor	 than	 the	 commercial	 media	 rankings	 or	 even	 the	 international	

rankings	based	significantly	on	perception.	India	rankings	on	the	other	hand	give	a	lot	of	importance	to	

facts	as	they	can	be	objectively	gathered.

While	 participation	 in	 these	 rankings	 will	 benefit	 all	 institutions,	 participation	 of	 public	 funded	

institutions	is	especially	important.	The	nation	has	a	right	to	know	of	their	progress,	both	in	absolute	

terms	as	also	their	standing	with	respect	to	their	peers.

I	also	would	like	to	express	my	sincere	appreciation	for	the	hard	work	of	the	entire	team	of	NIRF	(both	

at	NBA	and	the	INFLIBNET	Centre)	that	has	worked	so	meticulously	under	difficult	circumstances	to	

complete	the	work	in	time	for	the	third	consecutive	year.

R.	Subramanyam

R.	Subrahmanyam

Secretary	(HE),	MHRD

Department	of	Higher	Education
Ministry	of	Human	Resource	Development

Government	of	India	
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Preamble,	Acknowledgements	and	Credits

MHRD	is	happy	to	present	this	report	of	India	Rankings	2018	based	on	the	National	Institutional	Ranking	Framework	

(NIRF).	This	third	edition	of	India	Rankings	attempts	further	consolidation	together	with	some	improvements	over	

the	last	two	exercises	undertaken	in	2016	and	2017.	

Secretary	Higher	Education	convened	the	first	meeting	of	Implementation	Core	Committee	for	India	Rankings	2018	

rd	
on	23 November	2017.	The	Committee	reviewed	the	feedback	sought	from	the	participating	institutions	of	India	

Rankings	2016	and	2017.	The	committee	then	discussed	strategies	for	ranking	of	institutions	for	the	year	2018	and	

deliberated	 on	 possible	 improvements.	 It	 was	 felt	 that	 a	 few	 minor	 changes	 would	 help	 bring	 about	 further	

improvements	over	the	previous	years.	These	were	discussed	and	approved	by	the	committee.

This	year's	rankings	continues	with	the	practise	of	providing	a	common	overall	rank	and	in	addition,	a	separate	rank	

for	Universities,	and	discipline-specific	ranks	in	the	disciplines	of	Engineering,	Management	and	Pharmacy	as	well	as	

three	new	discipline-specific	ranks	in	Law,	Medical	and	Architecture.	General	degree	colleges	are	also	being	ranked	for	

the	second	consecutive	year	with	much	larger	participation	of	colleges.	

It	 has	been	a	 large	and	a	 very	 challenging	project,	 and	any	exercise	of	 this	magnitude	 requires	 champions	with	

commitment.	MHRD	is	happy	to	put	on	record	its	appreciation	to	the	National	Board	of	Accreditation	(NBA)	for	having	

once	again	taken	up	the	leadership	position	in	executing	the	task,	under	the	guidance	of	the	Implementation	Core	

Committee	(Appendix	II).	NBA’s	team	(Appendix	III),	together	with	the	team	of	its	partner	institute	the	INFLIBNET	

Centre	at	Gandhinagar	have	jointly	played	a	stellar	role	in	the	execution	of	this	task.
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